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WEATHER FORECAST.
Fair to-fla- y and no change

in temperature; northeast winds. IT SHINES FOPv ALL
Highest temperature yesterday, 47; lowest, 37.

Detailed weather r.rport on Ut page.
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GERMANS EXTEND DRIVE TO 55 MILE FRONT;
FRENCH MAKE BIG GAIN AFTER HEA VY LOSS;

FRESH BRITISH TROOPS HOLD ENEMY BACK
BEAT GERMANY,

(1. 0, P. SLOGAN

OP ROOSEVELT

This Ts War of People. Not
of President, Colonel

Says in Portland.

ItEPUULIOAXS ABE FIRM

No Place for Pacifists in Amer
icn, Speaker Tells Cheer-

ing Crowd.

t'rt.iA (i Staff CorrttponHent.
Por.TLANn. Me,, March 28. Through-c-

the country the Republican party Is
likely to make Its fight for the recapture
of Congrrve and more effective prosecu-- i

m of the war on n pVtform laid by
Theodore noUnevelt ht In a pun--nll- j-

critical but buoyant and
nddress to the Maine ltepub-llca- n

convention.
He was heard in tonne silence, al-

ternating with prodigious applause, by
MOO persons nil that could be crammed
ii.tr the auditorium of Portland's City
lill 1. s Vila Arm ntihll,- - nnnnir.

, . ! - : r . I, - ilViHt; SIUl Uin luiivcw ill mvi, una t

the first time he lias left Sagamore Hill
since he went homo from Roosevelt Hos-

pital three weeks ago. In hc great
iroTtd were many nnxious men and
women, fearful, despite his appearance
of apparently complete recovery, that

e might collapse. But he was in his
est form. Ho never talked with greater
Igor, never held an audience more In-

timately. Although his prepared speech
was nearly 9,000 words long and In the
delivery were many Interpolations, the
whole 3.300 Down Eastern stayed to
'he end and ent him on hla way with
a cheer that must have buffeted the
watira of Casco Bay. ,

Old Enesls Tior Friends.
Before lie could spelik at all ho had

to stand with manuscript in hhnd while
hla name was roared for u minute and
a half. It was Impossible to, realize
that a few years ago there were no bet-'- cr

haters of T. R. nnywhere than those
--arr.c Hepubllcans of Maine. But to-

night the rock ribbed old Portland .Club,
which wrenched his picture from its wall
n 1912, was In City Hall to tlio last
nember. yelling for the Idol now re-

stored to favor and joining in a Joyous
whoop that biased up when some man
veiled, "Three cheers ? Theodore
Roosevelt, the next President of the
United States." The Colonel grinned

at this salute, and chuckled
v. hen another enthusiast oiled. "Three
hetrs for the Grand Old Man." It was

ft noisy party the first parti of It.
In his speech the Colonel cant iolitlcs

o the winds. Ho talked, lie said, as a
natrlot to patriots, "to Republicans who
tiavc, in this crisis, subordinated all
other questions to their devotion to the
nation. He said that so far as he was
nble he wished to "lay down principles
io which all good .Americans can rally.
He explained that ttie specca was writ-
ten three weeks ago in the hospital.
ndeed. Possibly he stated this fact in
.inier to make it clear that he had ar-

rived at his conclusions regarding what
lie called America's failure in the war
hus far independently of the testimony

of General Wood before the Senate com-xlttf- e.

"Iet us prepare for a three years
war," he said, "and begin now to make
iadv an airny of R.000,000 men. And
he best way to begin is to Introduce

universal military training for all young
nen between the ages of 19 and 21, it

understood that they will not go to
war until they are 21." And as to ships,
1. .,,1.1 Vmi ntn mieht to lie working
on them in three twenty-fou- r

hours a day
ti. a.'U , an.llAnee tn witness, and

It flamed its testimony, that for more
than three years he had been preaching
the doctrine of preparedness that would
have prevented "the events of the past
week, which have written in letters of
blood the truth of what I eaid," He
Implored Maine to remember that the
Hermans respect bullets, not words, and
that "It's the way we shoot, not the
way we shout, that countF."

This war. he said, "Is against the
powers of darkness, of death and of
hell." He besought Americans to face
the facts, to note that unpreparedness

nd watchful waiting have borne most
evil fruits, "that we are still In a mili-
tary sense Impotent to render real ser-

vice to the Allies or be a real danger to
'iermany," that we haven't one field gun
in France; and that Ion ago Gen. Pctaln
tald: "If you don't send us men send
us guns.""

Workmen Without Axes.
You're a lumbering State," he said,

isuallilng. "What would you people
nlnk of a lumberman who sent his em-

ployees Into the woods and after they
ver there remurked: 'By the way, I
' ae no axes for you. You'll havo to

them of somebody else'?"
Another Interpolation was this: "The

Herman American Alliance has served
iermany against the United StateSi

Senator Hale (the Colonel turned to the
'nator, who with many other noted

of Maine, was on tho stage),
' Congress does Its duty It will revoke
lie charter of the derman American
Dunce and make membership tn that

ertranlzatlon equivalent lo treason.''
I ire.it applause.

rol Rootevelt did not mention Presi-
dent Wilson or any member of the Ad- -

ni.tratlon, but he delivered a terrific
diriment of what seemed to him their

incompetence and faltering. About half
of his rpeech was devoted to the war,

he other half to economic problems at
home. He safd price fixing as practised
by the Government had worked only

ConHnuM on nth

GUNS FIRED POINT BLANK,
THEN BRITISH SA VE THEM

Field Batteries Work Until Advancing Germans Are
Within -- Twenty-five Yards, Escaping
' Without Loss of Piece.

By PKBRY rtOBI.VKON,
Special Cable tittpattl, to Tub Scn froi.t tlic

London Tints.
Copyright, IMS; all right t reserved.

With the British Amur in France,
March 2S. Our army grows in confi-

dence. It is possible that you may hear
of further German advances, but so fur
as the British army Is concerned, there
is a widespread feeling that although
there Is extremely heavy fighting ahead,
we have gone through an ordeal worse
than anything that Is likely to come.
Our resistance now ts stronger than
wntn the battle began.

We hear that the French aro having
heavy fighting in tho Montdldler re-

gion ; we havo no fear that the French
cannot stand everything that the Ger-
mans can do. Whether the Germans
take this or that place or advance
further or not is Immaterial. This Is
not n matter of geography but or the
final strength of the armies and the
nations. Wo 'have even less apprehen

SPIES DELAYING

U. S. AIRCRAFT

Charge Made h.v Senator Over-

man Drastic Action
Urged.

SQUIEK TELLS OF PLANS

Denies Failure of Libert y Mo

tor Shows Progress
Made.

Apicitl Dttpntcfi to Tbr sc.n.
Washington--, March 28. -- America's

faltering aircraft production problem
furnished the .Senate and the Senate
Military Committee; ajbusy day. There
wan hardly a speech floor that did
not touch upon that problem. The Mili-

tary Committee held two ncssions, an un-

important morning gathering, which
sifted the question of methods of pub-

licity for aviation, and a busy secret
session in the afternoon, at which Major-Ge-

George O. Fquler. Chief Signal Of-

ficer and military head of aviation, told
of the plans and tho programme to mnke
America preeminent in tho air.

It is understood that Gen. Pquler sae
the committee fncts and figures to dis-

prove many of the statements concern-
ing lack of progress, and that he showed
that the Liberty motor had achieved sig-

nal success; also that he Insisted that
Gen. Pershing now had adequate aircraft
for his immediate needs and that train-In- s

planes wero being turned out in
great quantities while the flow of combat
planes from the factories was about to
begin.

Bracket Filed Throngb.
The sensation cf the day came early

in the Henato session when Mr. Over-
man (North Carolina) produced and ex-

hibited a steel bracket from one of the
Bristol battle planes built by the Curtlss
company which had been secretly ren-

dered structurally Inefficient by a Ger-
man spy. The bracket was of sheet steel
wrought Into the form suitable for at-
tachment to tho body of an aeroplane.
At one corner of the device a rivet hole
through which It was Intended to nttach
the guy hi aces to tho planes thomselves
had been filed thtough and soft lead sub-
stituted for tho chllloJ steel so that when
any strain was put upon the machine It
would tear loose, releasing the planes
from their piopr ilgidlty and sending
the alrcran to certain destruction.

Senator Overman related his storj'.
It with the steel bracket it-

self, wlilf.h he had brought to his desk.
Hald ho : "There came Into my office a
veiy prominent man In the United States
who In on tho dolfctlve force. He
bvouitlit with him this brackot which I

hold in my hand. It is tho bracket that
goes on either side of the Bristol fighting
machine. It holds the radius rods, which
go through here."

Calves Informant's .Name.
Senator Overman held up the device

so that Senators might see the torn
steel at Its corner where the lead had
been substituted for the stronger metal
In a space Just wide enough to permit
the guy to escape immediately strain
was applied. Later Senator Overman
told the reporters that his Informant
was Mr. Leigh of the intelligence de-

partment of the Aviation Service.
"He brotwht me this to show what

German spies have done." said the Sen-
ator, who continued: "I stated upon
this floor when the espionage bill was
up, and I was criticised for making ex-

travagant statements, that there are
100,000 tsples In this country, and I am
ncra w nay nidi s iciicvu vuat uisicdu
of 100,000 there are 400,000."

Senator Overman Intimated that
closer scrutiny would disclose that Ger-
man rpy activities had done as much to
hold back war preparations as had .the
deficiencies. Inefficiencies an& Incompe-
tence alleged by the Republican opposi-
tion. "If I were the President or the
Secretary of War," he added, "I would
commandeer the Curtlss plant and turn
out all the men employed there and re-

place them .with loyal Americans. Three
of the leading men in that plant have
German names. I make no charge

Continued on Third Page,

s

sion now than when the supreme trial
began.

There aro' Instances when batteries of
our field guns mowed down the enemy
masses as they advanced from 800
yards away to 25 yards away, and
i lien got anay with the last gun, saving
tha entlro battery. Two batteries of 6
Inch howitzers at Morchlcs, one In tho
open tho other concealed, utterly
smashed the German attack at a range
of 1,000 yards.

No great German air reserve has ap-
peared. Hundreds of our machines are
blocking the enemy's transport and In
the "bottlo necks," or narrow outlets of
the valleys, where the men ure crowded
together, are shooting down thn infan-
try. There are many local battles where
the enemy attempts to capture favorable
hill positions. This is especially marked
In the fighting cast of Arras, but tho
enemy's gain on the British front in tho
last two days Is practically nothing.

The fine weather which has favored
the Germans so far Is about to change ;

tho wind Is westerly and all signs point
to rain. '

GERMANS HIDE

THEIR LOSSES

Wounded From Picardy Are
Being Piled Up in Cities

of Flanders.

GHENT IS CHIEF CENTRE

Former Exhibition Buildings
Used as Hospital's Streets

Closed to Pnblic.

Spnlal Vdble ttttitalch to Tax Suv tl.t
London Tlmtt.

Copyrigl.t. JVt; alt riohf rrttrctil.
Tnr. tlAfii-K-. March 20 (delayed) The

Germans nre concealing, the extent "of
j

m-i- r tu.irL's in nuuiiucu Hum men vnu
people by sending the wounded not to
Germany, but to Belgium and particu-
larly to places not on direct lines of
communication.

Direct Information y tates that
long trains of wounded urn being run
continuously Into Ghent stations, partly
the southern station, but chiefly tS St
Pcte.'s. Many are transported to the
great hall of the former exhibition build-
ings. The streets over whlcn they ato
transported are completely cut off from
the public, not een the German military
men are allowed upon them.

A correspondent in Ghent says that
tho German troops have been persuaded
thai this is the Icrt battle of the war,
and when this in over peace will follow
immediately.

Th Belgian population, while in-

tensely anxious, is full of confidence, so
confident that when tho Germans
placarded the first British admission that
ground had been lost the Belgians took
even this as a German fabilcatlon. He
added, however, that Flanders is packed
with fresh troops'. There nre more thero
than at any previous time.

NEW COMMAND FOB GEN. F0CH.

Rumor of Coordination of Armies
In France Revived.

London, March 29. ThcDofl Chron-
icle y says:

"An announcement bearing on the co-

ordination of British and French mili-

tary exertions in France may be ex-

pected almost Immediately. Under the
contemplated arrangement an Influen-

tial role may be assigned to Gen. Foch."

KANSAS CITY TIEUP COMPLETE.

AH Transportation Paralysed and
Troops Are on Doty.

Kansas Citv, Match 2S. With not a
street car moving in the city, restau-

rants closed and half a hundred Indus-
trie virtually paralyzed, every home In
Kansas City felt directly the
effect of the general sympathetic sttlke
called yesterday In support of laundry
workers nnd drivers who walked out
several weeks ago.

The city's night life virtually Is at a
standstill, with troops of the Home
Guard patrolling the streets and thou-

sands of workers walking to or from
their employment.

At the request of Harvey C. Clark,
Adjutant-Gener- al of Missouri, sent here
by Gov, Gardner to take charge of the
situation, all saloons in the city were
closed.

BAKER TO SEE ITALIAN FRONT.

Envoy T. X. Page Will Accompany
v War Secretary on Trip.
Romc, March 28. Thomas Nelson

Page, the American Ambassador, has
left Rome to meet Secretary of War
Baker nnd accompany him on a visit to
tho Italian front.

Paris, March 28. Secretary of War
Baker arrived In Paris y from Lon-do-

WHITE MJLrHUK SFBIKGS, W. VA.
Ths Oreenbrltr, European plan. Wendsrful
curative watar. N.T. Offloa, The Plaaa 4.

ALLIES READY

TO MEET NEW

ENEMY THRUST

Reserves Rushed (o Junc-
tion of Two Armies in

Oise Valley.

FOE MASSING CAVALRY

Shock Troops Also Concen-

trated Between Albert
and Nesle.

Special Cnble DtipatcK to Trs Sts.
CopvrioM. 1111; all rights reserve'.

T.OXnO.V, Mnrch .S.Thc folloicinp
tlerpatch to the "tfally vxpren" flivct
detailrd information of the flphtimi in
tha Oise Valley, Wilrfc the Wrrtnaiis srelt
to control for their advance against
Pari.

By I'KltnV.U, PHILLIP.
IiniTtsn Anur IlEApqi.'Ar.Tur.s is"

Francs, March 2T (delayed). Both the
British and French staffs are throwing
icserves to tho Junction of the two
armies in the valley of tho Olse wth the
purpose of preventing the German staff
from driving a wedge between the two
and buckling the British army back
against the North Sea. Ten dlvlsioA
have come down from Flanders, four
have been switched from Lorraine and
one from the Lens sector to strengthen
tho allied forces that aro striving to
meet offensive that Gen.
von Ludcndorff has launched against the
Allies.

The German General Staff lias ap-

parently reached tho conclusion that the
most satisfactory result can be obtained
from a concentration of forces In the
area of the army of the Crown Prince
of Germany, which Is directly opposed
to Paris. More and mors Is the enemy's
isfcngth being felt tn this sector and
there had been a corresponding decrease
in the pressure of tho Herman troops by
the centre and left armlet--.

It is quite obvious that the Teutons
wish to throw In new infantry and to
bring up the artillery support that has
been lacking In Hie last twenty-fou- r
hours of the offensivt. Thn infantry
had gone ahead of the artillery sup- -
mrt by some distance and the los of

the supporting shells was badly felt !

Bent on Driving; Wedae.
Hut 11 Is equally plain that t.en. von I War Crowell.

and Ills fellow workers of --niere'ls nothing lo announce, gentle-th- e

Great General Staff are ling their ;1Cn." he said, "evcjpt that the n

to the project of driving a j ment In the afternoon papers that the
c ueiwveii me uriusn anu i Tciica

armle". shock troops of infantry, cpe
daily trained In making attacks under
the most modem havo been
massed between Albert and Nesle. and
Herman cavalry, formerly used Hut lit-
tle on the western front. Is observed by
our airplanes behind the same fector.
There Is but one explanation to the pres.
ehce of tlio cavalry; It is that the Ger-
man Maff Is looking for an opening
through which the boot to boot mounted
attack may bo made against troops de-

moralized by the slower and heavier at-
tack of tho Infantry and its artillery
support.

The British battle front has fluctuated
little In tho lant twenty-fou- r hours. At
a number of points between tho River
Somme and tho lliver .Scarpe we have ;

rupuisea mo enemy, jiio nghllng nas
slacked perceptibly In thU region. The
lull that was Imposed upon the Ger-
mans yesterday came from the necessity
of relieving the wornout German s.

nnd the moving forwatd of the
heavy guns lhat continued throughout
the day.

Save at Isolated points, where the
enemy, particularly toward the south,
has been ablo to Improve his position,
he has been terribly punished. Along
the old battlefield of the Somme our
batteries havo been threshing out the
billowed slopes of the Ancrc valley. A
broad expanse has been ruined. The
trench crater land, where the big guns
have been ploughing Ihe earth, has
lifted to the Heights of Thtepval and Is
extending lo tho dad villages that were
hitherto swept by the opposing guns.

Von Belon'a Army Harassed.
Around Bapaumc our guns have be" J

giving llie massed armies of Gen. von
Below no rest. His men can find no
shelter. Tho shells that fall thickly
about every open patch between ths
nests of rolling German redoubts have
half obliterated the refuges of the Ger-
mans. It Is the same scene where their
comrades, under tho first Somme bom-
bardment, died two years ago.

British airplanes, which ewarmedover
the Germans all day, came again by
night, breaking the rest of the attacking
troops with their Bhowers of bombs,
Bapaume has been flayed with explo-
sives from our guns and from bombs
sent from the air.

A halted army in the open never ex-

perienced a more destructive flro from
modern artillery thnn these weary divi-
sions which seek a few hours rest be-

tween their blotts upon our determined
line, i noy are Kept, at me nignest ten-
sion all of the while. It must be

that the German armies
which have occupied tho old battlefield
of the Somme and the Ancro by .colossal
feats of endurance have been unable to
rest to any extent since they launched
the attack against tho British front six
days ago. ,

The prisoners that we have taken are
most weary. Tet the regiments from
which we plucked them, after fighting
for a week, are being steadily flogged,
In tho fresh endeavor whle has been
made by their troops the divisions which
began the renewed offensive appeared to
be unref reshed and unrested. The bilef
withdrawal of these troops Is yet ex-

pected. The enemy Is withdrawing
mobile forces, from other parts of the
western front to continue their hammer
blows.

ALLIES TO WIN,

STATES MARCH,

HEAD OF STAFF

General Sees No Cause for
Alarm Over Apparent.

German Success.

Ludeiulorff

PERSUING SENDS DATA

Daily "War Summary Bascd on

American Advices Is
Probable.

fC!ai Petpatch to Tin Six.
WAsniNGTON,-5larc- h 2S. Major-ae- n.

Peyton C March, acting Chief of Staff,
declared late that tho Allies
would win nnd thai there is no cause
for alarm over the course of tho great
battle In Franco. After going over the
reKrts nnd examining the situation in
tho light of the nlglit ofllclal statements
he thsucd this statement :

"w'hatcver may be th present ground
held by the Germans, whatever sacrifice
the situation mutt entail, tho Allies will
see It through and will win."

Tilt" summaty of battle was Issued by
Gen. March later:

"FlghtlMr is golns on around Albert,
Uoslercs and .Xoyon. Hostile attacks
near Abllcuvlllo and Dcrancourt and
Moycnvlllo and Beaumont-Hame- l havo
been repulsed.

"The battle line extends from Fenchy
southwest to Bojes, Hamllcourt. Ablleu-vlll- e

and Intervening towns down to tho
outskirts of Noyon, thencn along the
north bank of the Olse to the original
line where the Germans broke in.

"Four new German divisions from tho
Russian frontier imvo been brought up
to reenforco the attacking troops. The
four divisions toiltalu about 40,000
men."

This report was based on despatches
received from Gn.-- Pershing during iho
evening.

It was believed to matU the beginning
of a dally report of the battle which will
be sent from American headquarters ir.
e ranee.

Another day has pasted without r.nyj
word being received bj the .ir De-

partment from Gen. Pershing regarding
the American troops engaged in the. bat- -

Tn" fternoon Gen. Match was way
laid by reporters on one of his frequent
tpltiR tn thrt nltl if Assls!:iTit Ki'i't etrl rv

rvar Department had otilclallv an
nounced that luO.000 American tronps
are taking part nr are about In take pari
In the fighting l imt o. The War De-

partment liui no such lnforir.atl.il. That
is all." !

Tills story. It was learned, w as based j

on a hypothetical discussion of possiblli-tie- s

between an nrmy officer and n num-- .
her of newspaper men.

Despite) the denial y of Gen.
March It was known that War Depart- - '

meat ofiiclals would not bo surprised to
hear at any minute from Gen. Pershing
that 20,t'00 or 30,000 Amcriivin troops
were engaged in the battle.

GERMANY CALLS BOYS OF 17.

All Snbjeets In Hivltserland Also
Ordered to Colors.

I'Ahis, March 28. The German
eneral at Zurich has Inserted ad-
vertisements In tho newspapers Inviting
nil German subjects of the ngn of 17
years to communicate with the Consulate
with a view to their being called to the
colors, according to the Zurich corrc.
spondent of the Petit Journal.

Drafting of the class of 1921 began In
several parts of Germany In the first
days of March, according to Information
from a trustworthy source, and a large
number of Vyouths have been sent dl- -
&tl, Intn tliA war nm In elvlltnn

clothing without having received any '

preliminary military training. .

LICHNOWSKY TO BE TRIED.

Former (irniinn Ambassador to
London Faces Prison Term.

Switzerland, March 28, The i

Prince Lichnowsky will bo brought to
trial on a charge, of violating oftU-iu- l

secrets and acting contrary to orders.
A prisoner found guilty on this charge

is liable to a term of imprisonment or a
lino not exceeding $1,250.

Hear Sergt. Empey at
the Campus To-nigh- t!

fTHE TIME 7 o'clock
until the closing hour.

THE PLACE Itenry Ooss-lcr- 's

Campus restaurant, Co-

lumbus avenue and 104th street.
THE CAUSE THE SUN To-

bacco Fund.
THE ATTRACTIONS Ser-

geant Arthur Guy Empey, Miss
Nellie Hayes, Miss Janet Bodwell,
a merry melange of mirth and
melody, an excellent dinner, a
satisfying supper, dancing to the
strains of a superior orchestra.

OTHER DETAILS See page
A,

WARNING! THE SUN TO-

BACCO FUND has no connection
with any other fund, organira-tior- f

or publication. It employs
no ffnta or solicitors.

Text of Official Statements
LOKDOJf, March 28.Folloicing aro the official report! on the fighting

in France:
BRITISH (NIGHT) Heavy fUchtlng occurred during the day

nlnng tlio whole ISrltWh line from southeast of tho Homme to northeast
of Arrm, n bnttlo front of some flfty-flv- o miles.

This morning, nfter nn Intense enemy bombardment nnd covered
by n cloud of smoke, tho enemy opened u freth uttack In great strength
on n wide front south nnd north of tho Senrpe. At the same time n
merles of partial attacks was delivered by htm ulong our line southward
to the Somme. ,

In the new sector of battle, "onst of Arras, the enemy succeeded
In forcing his way through our (Cut post line, and hnrtl lighting has

I been proceeding all dny in our batUe positions. Here nil the enemy's
assault have been repulsed with heavy loss to him.

Fierce fighting Is still taking place south of the Scarpc.
At Bolelles, Moyennevlllc. Albalnvllle, Rucquoy and l'tilstieus our

troops nlso hnvo been repeatedly attacked and have beaten off n number
of determined assaults. At Dernancourt the enemy succeeded In
forcing his way for the second time Into the village, but was driven
out once more by our counter uttack, with tho loss of many killed or
taken prisoner.

Sopth of the Somme our troops have been fiercely engnged nil day
In the lielghborhood of Arvlllers. Vrely nnd Hamcl. Different localities
have changed hands frequently In bitter fighting, but our positions have
been maintained. Heavy fighting continues In this sector nlso.

BRITISH ( AFTERNOON ) During the night the enemy d

In crossing the Homme from the north to the south near Chapllly,
and consequently the left flank of our troops south of tho Somme was
compelled to fall buck toward Hnmel, From tliat place the Hue runs
through Lnmotte-on-Santeri- Calx. Vrely and Wnrvillers.

.South of this the, French were lust night pressed back along the
Uoje-llreteu- ll road, and the enemy entered Montdldler.

From Warvlllers the line runs through Arvlllers, Daveuscourt,
(Jratlhus nnd Mesnll-St- . Georges to Halnvlllers.

Between the latter place and I'onM'Keque, south of Noyon, tho
French this morning counter nttackeil In force nnd with grent dash
drove back the enemy on n front of len kilometers to a depth of three
kilometers. The French pressure, on the enemy In this area continues.

North of the Somme our line remains substantially the samo ns
last night. Several nttacks were made during the night in tho neigh-
borhood of Henuiuont-Hnmel- . Rosslgnol wood and northwest of
1'ulsieux. These were nil repulsed. v

This iiiornlng the enemy opened a heavy bombardment north and
south of "the Scarpe Itlvcr, and followed this by nn attack opposite
Arras with at least seven divisions. The enemy on this front pene-
trated our forward zone and a llerce engagement took place In the
buttle zone.

Our line here now runs from Arleus to Fnmpouv, Neuvllle-le-Vltnss- e

and Hoislcux and thence as before. The lighting here has been
seven- - ami the enemy Is reported to have lost very heavily.

BRITISH (DAY) Severe llghtlua took place again yesterday
evening and during the night astride the Somme'' nnd northward from
Albert to Boyelles. Jtepcnted attacks were made by the enemy ulong
the valley of the Somme nnd in the neighborhood of Raumont-Hume- l,

Pulsions and Moyennevllle, They were repulsed. AVe captured a
number of prisoners and a number of machine guns.

The lighting is continuing iiercely on both banks of the Somme.
This morning tlx), enemy opened,

feucrs east.ojUAJXHrtiuid
jjurJ

FRENCH (NIGHT) Continuing to" attack with srronr-foTc- es

the region of MontrtlillPT during the whole morning the enemy at-

tempted to enlarge hl gnlns west anil south of this town, but with
imignlnVent dun our trooio counter attacked with the bayonet nnd
ill iivo the Germans out of the villages of Courtemaiuiie, McMiIl-St- .

George! and Asnlnvlllers, which we have occupied and hold solidly.
On !ln Somme sector we are holding our lines solidly.
Our tronpx Imvo made an advance over front about ten kilometers

long ami two kilometers deep on the front from Lasslgny to Xoyon.
on the left bunk of the Oise savage .attacks by the enemy have given
liini no iidtatitnge. our troops holding' their positions energetically.

FRKNCH (DAY) The battle was fought with sustained vio-

lence yexterday evening and last night. The Germans, blocked by the
valiant French troops and cruelly punished before the Lasslgny and
Noyon fronts ami the left lmnk of tho River Olse, concentrated nil
their efforts on the French left, nnd threw forward Important forces
In the region of .Montdldler.

At this point the engagements soon developed an unheard of
ferocity. French regiments, lighting hand to hand. Inflicted heavy
losses upon their assailants, nnd did not falter. Finally they withdrew
In order to the heights immediately to tho west of Montdldler.

There has been Intermittent cannonading on tho remainder of
the front.

GERMAN (NIGHT) There were engagements on the Scarpe
and on the Ancre. Between the Somme and the Avre, In the course of
an attack, strongly defended villages were taken.

GERMAN (DAY) On the battlefield of Flanders the English
again brought up divisions, which they had transferred from other
fronts. Northwest of Hnpnume we drove tho enemy back of the crater
IKisltion in the direction of Hucquoy and Hebuterne.

The enemy fought fruitlessly with siiecial stubbornness to retake
Albert. Strong attacks, accompunled by tanks, broke down with san-
guinary losses on the slopes of tho hilN to the west of the town.

To the south of the Somme our divisions nt many points broke
their way through the old enemy positions and drove the British nnd
French back Into regions of France which havo remained untouched
by war since 1914.

The victorious troop of the German Crown Prince have pene-

trated into the enemy isisttlons to depth of sixty kilometers In un
uninterrupted attack from St. yuentln across the Somme. They
pushed forward yesterday as far Plerrepont ami took, possession
of Montdldler.

Our losses have been generally kept within normal limits, al-

though at some of tho most vltnl iwlnts they were heavier. Out of
every ono hundred wounded it is estimated that'from sixty to seventy
received slight injuries.

On tho Lorraine front artillery battles Increased in violence,
t'apt. Baron von Hichthofcn has achieved his seventy-firs- t and seventy-secon- d

nerial victories

AUSTRIA PREPARING
TO STRIKE AT ITALY

Fnrtv Division Gathering
From Eattern Front.

.March 28. Foity new

Austrian divisions, approximately 4S0,-00- 0

men, have been distributed along the
Italian front, the ltallm Ihnbassy was
advised y by cable fiom Rome.

This activity has convinced Italian mili-

tary men that the battle in France will

not prevent an offensive against Italy.
This view also Is shared by the allied
leaders, thfl cable said.

"That the battle in Fiance will not
prevent the Austrian offensive against
Italy," said the message, "is the well

founded opinion competent military
men of Italy. Tho Allies are also of
fills opinion, t.o much so that not one
single mon of the Franco-Britis- h forces
In Italy haw been withdrawn. This
statement disposes of tho assertion of
the German communique that thn British
forces In Italy had been brought to the
French front.

"In connection with the expected drive
against Italy, It Is stated that at least
forty new Austrian divisions have been
distributed along the Italian front. All
avntlable artillery has also been trans-
ferred from the Russian and Itumansan
fronts to the Italian front. Italy there-tor- e

must be prepared for the coming
blow, which the situation In France may
have postponed, but which must be met
In the very near future."
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is developing in this sector

GEN. WOOD BEFORE
ARMY MEDICAL BOARD

i Remit of Physical Examina- -

tion to Be Known To-da- y.

Special Vttyaich to 'fur Si v
Washington, March' 2?. Major-Gen.

Wood, about whom tumors continue to
fly thick nnd fat. was before tho Gen-

eral Medical Examining Board y

for examination to show whether he Is

physically fit to continue, in active ser-

vice.
The boatd which examined Gen. Wood

is made up of Hiig,-Ge- William II.
Arthur, Dr. Wui field T. Longcope, dan
of the Columbia University medical
school, and Majors Chailcs nnd William
II, Mnyo. the latler turvlng alternately.

Gen. Wood's examination was In ac-

cordance with an order lued soma
time ago for the examination of general
officers to determlmi their Iltnets for
nctlvo Fervlce, Ocn. Wood's case has
caused a stir becausw by many both
here and abroad he Is looktd upon as
one of the best qualified mon in the
service whose capacity nnd military at
tainments have won him winldwldo reo
ognltloil, Ho Is 57 years old

By many here thn enforced retirement
of Gen. Wood would be looked upon as
a posltlvu misfortune to the cause of
America In tills trying hour. The order-
ing of Gen. Wood before an examining
board at this time has been tuken by
many of his friends as nn Indication
that the Administration ws peeking a

to shelve him.

Hair's Men Newly Attacked
Near Arras, "Where Hard

Fisrhtins: Continues.

S03IMK LINES HOLDING

Several Points Change
Hands Many Times in

Hay of Steady Battle.

BRAVE DASH BY FRENCH

They Advance a Mile and a
Quarter on a Front of

About Six Miles.

Special Cable Detpatch to Tas Sex.
Copyright, IMS ; all rightt reserved.

. London, March 'JS. The eighth
day in the world'f.. grcntest battle
brings, the most satisfactory news

since the great struggle began last
Thursday. Tremendous nttacks by
the Germans nt the two ends of the
buttle line, delivered with
ferocity nud power not seen before
even in this' great drive, not only
were stopped but In the south re-

sulted In what might bo termed n

brilliant victory for the French, in
what Is believed to be the opeulng
of their counter offensive.

There was heavy fighting all dny
on the whole fifty-liv- e mile front, Field
Marshal Halg reports In
the north this was concentrated on
n wide front north and south of Mic

Scan?, but at the same time a scrlc
of partial nttacks were delivered
sou tli of the Somme. In this new
sector, which Is east of Arras, the
Germans broke through the British
outpost line and the baldest kind of
lighting Is still In progress
but tho general result is tha the
fltlillUl httTfi htjttP lstfaH- - Germaws
along the whole .of this part of the
lino wIt1H1yTJH'y',PTsses to fho
latter.

British .Mnlntnlli Positions,(

South of the Somme the British
reonforced with fresh troops were

j lighting llerccly all day also and
many points chnnged hands several
time-- , but nil the Rrltlsh
positions were maintained although
an intense struggle continues.

On the Fouthern front, from Las.
slgny to Noyon, tlio French not only
recaptured three villages but advanced
their line over a front of six miles to
n depth of u mllo and a ituurtcr. Tlio
villages they took aro Courtetnance,
Mesnll-S- t. Georges and AssaJnvlllcts.
They wero taken after a most brilliant
attack with tho bayonot nnd are now
held solidly, Pauls reports
German attacks were repulsed also in
villages further west.

Montdldler was taken by tho Geu-man-

after a strong resistance by tue
French, In which they exacted a veil
heavy price front tho Germans. The
Germans announce they continued the
advance westward to Plerrepont

A I'lncerllko Operation.
Tho German puiccrs aro again

work with tho points forty-fiv- e miles
apart, the northernmost at Arras and
the southernmost at Montdldler. Amiens
Is the spot on which Von lllndenburg
hopes to close the pincers, crushing that
part of the llrltlth forces which Is be-
tween Heliuterno and Hnsleres, rolling
the northern British armies back of
Arras and pushing tho French behind
the line of the Olse.

Tho offlcjnl statements this afternoon
show that the pincers already nre nr
work. Field Marshal Halg reports u
strong attack was then developing south-cas- t

of Arras, which is thn pivot of the
entire British line. To tho south the
French, nfter Inflicting tremendous losses
on the enemy, had been forced to the
wcBt of Montdldler, whero they were
occupying the high ground west of thn
railway running from Moreull io
Amiens.

Due easl of Amiens the German rpear-liea- d

west of Bray and Proyart Is
within fomtien miles ut the. great rail- -

I iu) Junction. It had advanced trn
nines nearer, inn a iiruisn counter at-

tack drove them back enstward to Chl-Pill-

Tho result of 's lighting Is
likely to be of the highest Importance,
as it undoubtedly Is tho lieglnnlng of
the second phase of tho offensive re-

ferred to In tho German communique
of Tuesday.

HalsT Reports Captures.
The seveiK fighting along the old Unt-ls- h

front of the Somme has been of an
encouraging nature, Field Marshal Halg
reporting for the first time the capture
of prisoners and machine guns In suc-
cessful countei attacks. The storm cen-li- e

to-d- Is to the south, where the
German Crown Prince's army persists
In the endeavor to dislocate the British
and French forces nt the point of iune
tare. On tills front tho French have
thrown In a heavy force of fresh dtvl.
slons and a mass of artillery to pre-
vent tlio enemy from breaking throug.i
to the westward and divert the mpauju-tu-

of Ills advance down the vallej
of the Olse, wherti tha front of his drive
would be pinched In uml his cntlrs
movement congested.

Tile succers nf a military manonuvr
such as the Germans are now attempting
depends uism keeping tho front of ths
drive sufficiently broad and maintain-
ing Its Intended direction, If It la di-

verted or squeezed In Its communication,
necessarily becomo Interrupted and
clogged, resulting In tlio slowing down
and final stoppage of the advance.

The military critic of the ircslmlfes


